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'BUILDING BACKGROUND 1 the 1950ssome Americans feared.
thatihe Unted Sates wasfaling bahnd the Soviet Union nmissle
producton The Unted Sttes began using U-2 sy planes o gather
informaton sbout Soviet miarytechnology. On May 1, 1980, U2
plane was shotdown over Sovetterrory. Savetleaders reacted
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by vowing 10 defend the free ity “We cannot
and will ot permit the Communiss to dive
us out of Berlin” he warned. Then, on the
nightof August 12-13, 1961, the East German
government began building the BerlinWall, a
barrer of concrete and barbed wire between
East and West Berlin, Kennedy rushed
American troops to West Berln, But he vas
unwillng t0 g0 to war with the Soviet Union
verthe Belin Wal, The wal stood asa symbol
of the Cold War for nealy three decades.

N

iheblockads teriBed Amerans ey,
for ews updates Then ame some et
news—the Soviet ships had turmed back.
At the crisis ended, Ky

agreed to remove the nucar missles

Cuba. I etum, Kennedy promise o g
imade Cuba. He also agieed 1o temore .
misileinlaly and Turkey To mprove e
communication, Kennedy and Kt
Set up a telephone “hotline” 5o the exiey
could talkdirectly o each otherata momeng;
notce, They also signed the Limited Nociey

‘The Cuban Missile Crisis est Ban Traty, which banned the tsing o
In Oxtober 1962 Kennedy faced yet another  new nucear weapons aboveground.
problem in Cuba when Amerian U2 spy

‘planes discovered that the Soviets were install- Sequencing When did

ing nuciear misslsin Cubs. f lunched, the  Keandy’s hee Cold Warrses occu?
misiles could resch, and possbly destroy,

American s vithin minutes, Racatethoniie

At a press conference on October 22,
Kennedy demanded that the Soviet Union

remove the missiles. During the Cubanmissile:

Although Kennedy and Khrushchev hai
taken some steps 10 prevent confics, the

Vocaguiary  CFisis, the US. Navy formed ablockadearound  Cold War continued. One of the Cold
wpeer Cubatoprevent Sovet hipsfrom bingingin  War that heated up i the 19605 vasthe e
B ‘more weapons. As Soviet ships approached  race—the competition between the Unied

Primary Source

Thirteen Days

During the Cuban missecrss, Presdent Kennedy.
considerad several options: blockado Cuba,

nvade th land, or bom misse stes b ac At
choosingthe biockad, Kennody and s advisers
couldonly wait o 500 how Ktvushchey would

respond.The presidents bother, Atomey Goneral

FobertF Kennody oordoscribed theso tanso
moments i the Whita House
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Fale landed on the surfa

the moon. American adronauts Nell
Armstrong 11 Edwin Buzz” Aldrn climbecd

ple to walk on

television, the

e toudly face. Armstrong

Aldrin planted the American flag on

e moon' surface and colectet samples of
oo rocks. The Apollo program continued,

achieving five more successful moonlandings
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Conflictin Vietnam

The mont serous and deadly event o e
Cokd W took place In Vietam, a coupys
n Southesst Asa. The Vietnamese strggie
o0 of China for centurgy
By thecarly 18808allof Vietnam wasconueny
by France. The French combined Vietnam iy
eighbeoring 1205 and Cambexdia 10 crese
colony calld French Indochina. French exden
{mposed harsh taxes and put s on iy
freedoms. Vietnamese nationalsts began
struggle for independence I the ealy 1900,

France and Vietnam
One of the leading Vietnamese nationals
was Ho Chi Minh. Ho belleved that cnly
3 Communistrevolution could free the
Vietnamese people.

During World War I, Japan drove the
French out of Indochina. Ho Chi Mo
did ot want Vietnam 1o, be controlied by
yet another foreign pawer. He organized s
§roup called the Vietminh to resst Japanese
occupation. When Japan was defeated by
the Allies n 1945, Ho declared Vietramese:
independence. Using words echolng those of
the American Declaration of Independence.
he said, “All men are borm equa: the Crestor
has given us inviolable rights, lfe, bty
and happiness.” In realit; Ho did not bellve
in the democratic principles outlined in the
American document.

‘Vietnam was still not ree o freign -
France insisted that Vietnam was a French

againstthe domin

colony. French forces moved o g
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s o people who supported Ho.
In 1960 members of
tnamcse govemment formed the National
e ot (N9, The NLF recruited
aton Front (NL. The
4 Victnamese who were 0pposed 10
Oy Jinst the South Vietnamese

North

South Vietnamese soldiers plo g pti.
underthe uidance o Ameican miltaryperionnel.

Sovemment. The NLF reled on Communist
suerillaforcescalled the Vieteongas s army,
which was supplied and funded by the North
Vietnamese

President Eisenhower sent aid, wespons,
and miltary advisers 0 South Vietnam to
aid Diem. Soon after taking office in 1961,
President Kennedy sent more advisers and
special forces. Although they were ot officil
combat roops, the US. milltary advisers
often accompanied the South Vietnamese
army on combat missions. Some were kiled
in action. By late 1963 about 16000 US.
tary personnel were srving i Vietnam.
he increased U:S. support i not help.
jem, who was becoming less and. less
populat n South Vietnam,. Seveal attempts
ere made to overthiow his goverment,
al of which faled. Diem would not hold
Clections, and his opponents began (o
consider volence as ther only option. He
lost more support when he ordered his
roops to fire on Buddhist demonstators.
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themselves on fire. Horrifying images of these
protests helped tum U, public opinion

The Beginning of g
the Vietnam War

against Diem.
In November 1963 a group of South
Vietnamese army officers seized power and Camose

+ Franch lose contol o Vietnam
+ Cold Wartensions

+ Civlwar in Vietam

« Assassinationof President Diem

Kiled Diem and i brother. Only weeks ater,
Kennedy was assassinated, and Vice President
Lyndon Johnson became president.Johnson
immediately faced tough decisions about
how to handle an increasingly unstable
South Vietnam,

ICETIEETD Evatuating Why did the

United States seo thoVietnam confict s a Cod
Warsiruggle?

Effects

« Exsonhower and Konnedy send
miltary advisrs

« Gulfof Tokin Resoluion

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW In the 19505
‘and carly 19605, Cold War tensions caused
conflicts around the world. In the next
section you will read about increased US.
involvement in Vietnar,.
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