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[image: image2.jpg]Johnson asked Congress o give him the
suthority 10 take military action. Congress
passed the Tonkin Gulf Resolution, giving
the president the authority o fake all
necessary measures o epel any armed attack
against the forces of the United States
Johnson used the Tonkin Gulf Resolution to
sreatly expand the US.rolein Vietnam.

Air trikes Begin
Johnson sent the frst U, combat troops to
South Vietam in March 1965, At the same.

time, he ordered Operation Rolling Thunder
series of air stikes on war industres in
North Vietnam. The air strkes were also
designed 10 distupt the Ho Chi Minh Trail,
2supply oute used by the North Vietnamese.
The trail was a network of paths and tunnels
that led from North Vietnam, through Laos
and Cambodia, and into South Vietnar,
Because some of the Ho Chi Minh Trail
was located in neutral countries, US. soldiers
‘ould notsuround it on the ground. Instead,
US. airplanes bombed the route, sometimes
with napalm, o ellied gasoline,to kil roops
and destroy supplies. Planes also released
chemicals such as Agent Orange to kill the
dense forests on the trail and to increase
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Vietnamese civilians later suffered s
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By late 1968 more than 3 millon g o
explosives had been dropped on Nort g
South Vietnam. Many Vietnamesesoldes g
civillans were iled. The Communiss abjgy
to wage war, however, was ot destroyed,

CZEIEETD Summarizing What s
didthe Tonkin Gulf Resolution give 0 Presieny
Johnson?.

U.S. Soldiers in Vietnam

From 1965 to 1968, President Johnson
pursued a policy of escalation, or incessed
involvement, n the war. By 1968 more than
500,000 US. troops were erving i Vietnan,
Backed by superior military technology, US.
generals expected to win a quick victory ut
the Vietnam War proved to be diffeent fom
previous wars
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[image: image4.jpg]Turning Points in Vietnam
By the end of 1967, US.
argued that they were nearing victory in
Vietnam, General Westmoreland

he saw “a lght at the end of the
But events in 1968 weakened the American
publics confidence in this claim

miltary leaders

The Tet Offensive
On January 30, 1968, the Vietnamese cel-
cbrated their New Year, caed Tet. I previ.
ous years, a cease-fire had halted fighting on

tnam War, 1968

1his holiday. n 1969, however, Ve,
Norh Vetatese 1105 e te
Offensive —surprise attacks all e s
Vietnam, including an attack on the yg.
Embassy in Saigon, South

South Vietnameseand US.forces
fuly fought off the enemy srkes. S, g
massve size of the Tet Offensive
Americans. They had been toldtht the g
would so0m be over. Novw they s tht
enemy wasstilsrong and determined.
began 1o wonder if govemment. offcgy
were being honest about the wat. One g
{aken ate the Tet Offensive shomed s
only 33 percent of Americans believe e
the United States was winning the war
Victnam. About 49 percent ssid tha e
United States should never have become
insolved n the war

I February 1968 Westmoreand sk e

some 200,000 more troops. Many Ameies
questioned the wisdom of further ecaliton

in Vietnam,. President Johnson denied the

general'srequest.

Hawks and Doves

Televison reports had an important mpst

on public opinion about the war. Americs

could watch action from the buteBeld

and see real images of the war’s brutalfy

on nightly news broadcasts. Many wer

dismayed by what they saw.
Gradually,some Americans wh
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