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An
supported President Bush's handling of the
Gulf War. By the time of the 1992 lection,
ing USS. economy had

verwhelming majority of Americans

however, the stru

becomea more important ssue or most vot

ers. The Democratic nominee, Arkansas gov
ernor Bl Clinton, told voters he would focus
on improving the economy. Clinton won a
three-way raceagainst Bushand H. Ross Perot,
who ran as an independent candidate

Clinton and Congress
Under Prsident Clinton's eadership, Congress

assed a budget designed o reduce the def-

n it by cutting spending and raising taxes. He
inced Congress (o support the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA),
which eliminated trade barriers between the
United States, Canada, and Mexico.

In the.
House minority leader Newt Gingrich of

1994 congressional_elections,

Primary Source

POINTS OF VIEW.

NAFTA

Just efore Congress voted on NAFTA n 1983,
Vi Prasident Al Gore andformer residential
candidate H. oss Porot debated the contoversil

ssua on national elvison.

ve keep shiting our

manufacturing obs acoss the:
border o Tiexicoland around

he word and deincustrialzing
our county,we wil ot be
ableto defend this

reat county, and

—H. Ross Perot

Georgia helped lead Republicans toanimpey
{ant victory. Gingrich and other Republicyp,
promoted a set of policies called the Cop
tract with America, promising lower taxey
and smaller government. Republicans gaineg
control of both houses of Congress for the
first time sine 1952.

1 economy helped Clinton win
2 second term in 1996 over Senator Bob Duje
of Kansas. By 1998 the US. government was
nore money than it was spering

A growi

taking
Clinton's second term, however, was doni.

pated by questions about his personal and
official conduct. Goverment investgatos
charged that the president had conducted an

improper relationship with a White House
intern and then lied about it under oath. In
1998 the House of Representatives voted to
impeach Clinton for obstruction of justie
The Senate acquitted him of the chargs in
1999, The scandal damaged Clinton's publi
image, though his approval raings remaine
high, due in part to the booming economy:

#4Everything that he [Perot s
worried about wil get worse
NAFTA i defeated. We want
Jobs for America's workng
men and women We vart
1o get id of the barrrs
that have provented us
from seling what we
make n other countres
This s an hisorc 0~
portunity o do that?”
Al Gore
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Accoring o Perot. how would NAFTA afct 90
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Oniioe Quiz
Section 1 Assessment

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People
1., summerize What were some ofthe major.
woid cvents during George H. W Bush's

presidency?
b 1deniify What wasthe purpose of

Operation Desert Storm’
i the persian Gull War tet
Viow didthe Persan GUL 1003

ofthe high poins
inon's presideny?

< bl
Presdent Bushy's vision of &

standand warare?
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