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George W. Bush
in Office

1f YOU were there...

It the December afe the presidentl election between Geogge
W, Bush and Al Gore For weeks, people have been talking about
hether the votes can be recourted by hand. The race s too
close o callon election right, and now the candidates are imoled
n 3 court case that vl decide who the next president il be.

How would you solve the problem
of recounting votes?

'BUILDING BACKGROUND Inth 15905 oxtramist slamic groups
the Middl East vowed 1 atack the Uited States. Ty carred out
adly atacks on U, embassiosn Afica and aganst the ship he
USS Cole Terorismwas nota mjorissu in the 2000 presidental
election, bt twould soon begin o dominate American poiics.

The 2000 Presidential Election

“The Unitd States wasat. peace and enjoying economic prosper
ity a5 the 2000 presidential election neared. The Democratschose

Al Gore, who had served as Bill Clinton's vice president, as theit
nominee. The Republican candidat was Texas governor George .
Bush,the son of former president George H. W. Bush.
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Despite many plans for educational and eco-
nomicreform, President Bush was soon faced
with the challenge of confronting terrorism.
Hisadministration became focused on devel-
oping a foreign policy to protect Americans
from the growing threat of terrorist attacks
afte the events of September 11, 2001

On September 11, 2001, terrorists took control
of four commercial arliners and used them as
weapons to attack sites in Washington, D.C.
and New York City: The hijackers flew an air-
plane into each of two towers that made up
the World Trade Center, an important busk
ness center in New York City. The resuling
fires caused the bulldings, which had been
the tallest in the nation, to crumble 1 the
ground. About 2,500 people were Killed n the
collapsing bulldings. Another airplane was
10 the Pentagon—the headquartrs
of the Department of Defense located out
side of Washington, D.C. A fourth hijacked
airplane crashed in a Pennsylvania field. The
agedy brought Americans together, and
the nation received support from foreign
leaders and citizens. One French newspape

headline read, “WE ARE ALL AMERICANS."

flown.

Time Line

president Bush promised 10 find and pungy,
those responsible forthe attacks.

U, officials determined that the hifacy.
ers were members of a fundamentalstsam.
ic terrorist group called al Qaeda, or iy
Base.” The group was led by a wealthy Saug;
Arablan exile, Osama bin Laden. Bin Laden,
and his followers were based in Afghanisan,
The Taliban, an extreme slamic group, nled
the country. Aftr Taliban leaders refused to
turn over bin Laden, the United States ook
miltary action. In October 2001 the United
States attacked Afghanistan and drove the
“Taliban from power but faled 10 find and
capture bin Laden. The United States then
began helping Afghanistan o rebuild and
establsh a democratic government.

After the attack on Afghanistan, President
Bush argued tht Saddam Hussein, the dicta
torofIraq, posed an immediate threat o US.
security. When the Persian Gulf War ended
i 1991, Saddam had agreed to give up Iags.
weapons of massdestruction—chemicil,
biological, or nuclear weapons that can Kil
thousands. However, Saddam failed to fully
cooperate with UN weapons inspectors.
Leaders from France, Germany, and Rus-
s argued that the UN inspectors should be
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George W. Bush
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(George W, Bush was orn n Connecticut nd
rew up mainy i Texas.His oy as a ong
sory ofpotica success—is grandather
s 2 US: senatar and i therserved s
presiden rom 1989 t 1993 Bush was  member of the Natonal
Guard during the Vietnam Was, thn atended Harvard Busiess
ool Afer running unsuccessfl for Congress in 1978, he
sarted sveral o busesses i Toas and became part oner
ofthe Tos Rangers basebll eam. Ho was dlected govenor of
Tes 01994 and re-clected i 1998 |n 2000 he defeaed A
(Goe none o the closest presidenta aces i American histry

Sequencing What did George W. Bush do before he was
elocted president?

In late 2008 Bush nominated two new Supreme.
Court justices, John Roberts and Samuel Alito,
The Senate investigated each thoroughly before
approving them. With the confimmation of
Bush's nominees, the court began making more.
conservative rulings.

Section 2 Assessment.

Bush’s administration faced much iy
cism for its response 10 the natural gy,
ter of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita
asociated with Hurricane Katrina floogeg
many parts of the Gulf Coast and the iy
of New Orleans. The director of the Federy
Emergency Management Agency (FEv(y
stepped down amid criticism that the oy,
sate, and federal governments respandeg
inadequately to the crisis. AS vietims tieg
o rebuld thelr towns and cities, Hurricane
Rita struck a second blow 1o the region,
Although alone not as serious s Hur.
cane Katrina, the combined effects of the
two storms caused many residents to move
permanently from their homes along the
Gulf Coast.

Analyzing Whatissues 64

'SUMMARY AND PREVIEW  Terorism be-
‘came a major concen after September 11,
2001, In the next section you will eam
about other debates in America today.

Online Quiz

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People
1.3, Describe Wht was the outcome ofthe
2000 presidentl elcton?
b.Explain How did George W. Bush promise
| 1o use the government suplus?
< Elaborate How do you tink the lection o
2000 shows the importance o vofing?
entify What s o Queda?
. Explan Why did the United States enter
intothe war vith lac?
< Predict What do you think the future hods
forthewar on terror
3.a. Recall Who i Condoleezza Rice?
. nerpret How migh Huricane Kaina
ave ffected peopies view o government?
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Critical Thinking

4. Categorizing Review your notes on the major
policies of George W. Bush. Then copy the graphic
organizer below and us it to describe George W.
Bushs approach to dealing with terrorism.

Descrbing the Effects of September 11 Take
notes on the effctsof the September 11, 2001,
tertoist attacks What ae your own memos

of that day? How did Americans resp




