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America’s Changing Economy
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Athough high-tech _industrcs  have
remained a key part of the US. economy,
otherindustres have declined inimportance.
In recent years, for example, many textle
companies have closed mills and shifted
ther operations to countres where labor is
less expensive, This s art of a larger trend in
which the percentage of Americans vorking
in manufacturing has steadily falln. The
U cconomy has moved toward becoming
4 service economy. This means that most
people have obs providing services, such as
‘medical care or entertainment, rather than
producing goods.

By the end of the 19005, about 75 percent
of American workers were employed in servce
jobs. Economistspredicttha service ndustres
will ontinuetogrow inthe 20005 Health are,
computer engineerng, and cducation re ex-
pected to be among the fastestgrowing fekls
Such predictons are based partly on pop-
ltion tends. As the numbxr of older Amer-
cans ncreases, or example,so il the eedfor
nunes and other health-care profesonals,

Another ongoing change in our econ-
omy is the process of globalization—grow-
ing. connections among_economies and
cultures all over the world. Multinational

QUicy

FAcrg

corporations—<ompes that 4o busie
more than one country—play a large
globalization. For example, you can ind Ay
ican fast-food restaurants in Russiaand Jug
nese car factories in the United States. ncrsy
ing international trade has also contributeg
globalization. In 1995 more than 120 natny
foined to form the World Trade Organizagiyy
(WTO). The WTO' goal s to promote e
national trade by removing politcal and eqy.
nomic trade bariers between nations.
Americans have different opinions aboy
how globalization will affect the Uniteg
States. Supporters believe globalization wil
lead to increased US. exports and new jobs
at home. Opponents worry that Americans
willlose jobs as US. companies move their
operationstocountrieswhere wagesarclowes
still others insist that globalization can help
our economy if it is well managed. Senator
Joseph Lieberman of Connecticut sid
“Only education, innovation, investmen,
trade, training, and hard work wil give us
the growth and jobs we want and need.”

ICETIAETD idontitying Cause and fect
What economic trend ed tothecreation of the
World Trade Organization?
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the events of /11 Th design combines symbols of American
rcedom with & construcion designed fo safety.Theantenna il
each 1776 fee ntothe ai,a numberthat ecal the dte 1776,
the yesr America decared s independence. The sire willcasta
ay o lgh that mirrors the Statue of Liberystorch.

How does the design ofthe tower eflect the deals o reedom?

This makes it more likely that people with
AIDS wil contract other ilinesses and die.
As of 2005, more than 23 million people
worldwide had died from AIDS. Scentists
have developed drugs that help control the.
HIV virus but have not et found a cure, In
2002 leaders from around the world founded
e Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tubereulosis,
‘andMalara. The Global Fund providesmoney.
0 treat these deadly diseases and search
for cures.

Scientists are also searching for ways to
el protect the environment. n ourincreas-
ingly globalsociety, environmental problems
often require intemational solutions, In the
19605, for example, many people became

layer—a thin layer o
sphere that blocks
United States joined w

other na
that were harming

some scientists reported

orld is climate change, or global warming
The burning of fosil fuels such s gl
on dioxide

and coal releases o
atmosphere. Many scentists wam tha
levels of carbon dioxide are causig 3
greenhouse effect that traps heat from th
sun in Eanth's atmosphere. This could caze
temperatures to_rise, which could cause
tising sea levels and more severe westhe
patterns. A 2001 United Nations sckntfc
report predicted that Eath's average temp-
enature could rise betsween 2 and 10 degres
by 2100,

Concens about global warming
high ol prices have encouraged deselp-
ment of new transportation technologis
In 2007 Americans bought record numbers
of hybrid cars, which run partally o
electicity. Scientists are also developing
vehicles that will run entirely on hydrogen
and release almost no pollution.

Even as some scientists ke on S
facing our planet, otherslook to the chalnst
of exploring space. In 2004 NASA landed tv0
obotic vehicles on Mars. The rovers begi?
exploring the Martian surface, sending bick
images that people could see on NASAS We?
site. Human exploration of space contins®
on the Intemational Space Station and Wi
successul shuttle fights, NASA has
challenges in the complicate task of sené
People into space, howeve In 1986 he P
shutle Challenger exploded, and. in
the Colunbia shuttle broke apart
astronauts were iled in these accdents
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